
                                  
     Sunday, December 7, 2014

St. Herman of Alaska Orthodox Church
A PARISH OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA—EASTERN AMERICAN DIOCESE

Great Vespers & Confessions each Saturday at 6 pm – Daily Vespers & Bible Study each Wednesday at 7 pm – Divine Liturgy each Sunday at 10 am
60 Clifton Chapel Lane, Stafford, Virginia  22555 – Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1295, Stafford, VA  22555 – Website:  www.sthermanorthodox.org

Divine Services / Activities  

This Week:   

Sun. Dec. 7/Nov. 24 Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria

8:15 a.m. Congregational Singing Practice
8:45 a.m. Reading of the Third Hour
9:00 a.m. Holy Baptism/Chrismation
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy followed by Fellowship Hour

Wed. Dec. 10/Nov. 27 Martyr Stephen the New of Mt. St. Auxentius

7:00 p.m. Daily Vespers and Bible Study

Sat. Dec. 13/Nov. 30 Righteous Philaret the Merciful of Amnia in Asia Minor  

6:00 p.m. Great Vespers followed by Holy Confessions

Sun. Dec. 14/Dec. 1 Prophet Nahum
 

9:15 a.m. Congregational Singing Practice
9:45 a.m. Reading of the Third Hour
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy followed by Fellowship Hour

2014 Finances
The Parish needs $1,416.38/week to meet budget

Week Amount Received Difference from amount needed

  Year-to-date $   68,828.46

  November 23 $    375.50 -      $1040.88
  November 30 $ 1638.00 +      $221.62

Honor the Lord from your righteous labors and offer Him the first fruits from the fruits of righteousness, that your storehouses may be 
filled with an abundance of grain and your wine presses may gush with wine.  Proverbs 3:9-10

Attendance

Great Vespers, 11/29 -  4 Divine Liturgy, 11/30 - 28

Prayer List

Archpriest Alexander requests that you send him to full name and general reason for intercessory prayer (such as health or illness, 
unemployment, family issues, military deployment to Afghanistan, etc.) for his pastoral care. Only the names of the living (and recently
deceased) will be included in the prayer list in the weekly bulletin. He also requests that the faithful who have requested intercessory 
prayers for various persons let him know when there is no longer a specific need for payer, so that we may keep the list current.

LIVING:  Rebecca Laymon, Areti Stylianopoulos, Judith (Maria) Cook, Robert Thompson, Tristan Thompson, Mark 
Laymon, Kristin Blaylock, Janis Sergeant, Leonidas Stylianopoulos, Sophia Stylianopoulos, Archpriest Michael Sekela,
Chad Gallagher, Emma Nicole Parkinson, Millicent Novie, Matushaka Masha Potapov, Matushka Cindy Mitchell, 
Matushka Hannah Romeo, Matushka Sonia Resnikoff, Matushka Elizabeth (Bonnie) Opyoke, Barbara Phillips, 
Presvytera Flora Chioros, Tom Zakielarz, Archpriest Seraphim Stephens, Maria Alexandrou, Alexandros Alexandrou, 
Silas Jordan, David Pelfrey, Pearle Galatas, Mark Heiser, Susan Fitzpatrick, JoAnn Bast, Paul Fitzpatrick, Elizabeth 
Elios, Jon Connerley, Patricia Connerley, Hieromonk Kyrill, David Laymon, Joan Jaymon, Jimmy Hicks, Martha 
Connerley, Kathy Seckla, Ana Rosado-Nazario,  Amanda Cotton, Deacon Alexander Laymon, Peggy Anderson, Andrew
Anderson, Matushka Joanna Laymon, Zecchaeus Jensen, Matushka Catherine Branch, Lana Campbell, Matushka 
Kathleen Webster, Ray Liddick, Sarah Carellas, Mike Coffey, Karina Andreea  Coman, John Alexandru Coman, Profira 
Aranghel, Tudor Aranghel, Valentin Paul Aranghel, Eva Teodora Aranghel, Ramona Ionela Aranghel, Mihaela 
Giorgiana Coman, Benjamin Stacquatanio, David & Aishah Gustafson, the captive Orthodox bishops from Aleppo, 
Syria: His Eminence Archbishop Boulos (Yazigi) and Mar Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim

MEMORY ETERNAL:  Theodosia Dadzitis



Fellowship Hour   

Dec. 7   ~  Coordinated Lenten meal in 
honor of Maximos' baptism

If anyone has any questions or is 
interested in hosting a particular Sunday 
please contact Maria Connerley. 

v v v

Reader Schedule  

Dec. 7  ~ Reader Jason Connerley

Dec. 14 ~ Adam Heitke

If you are interested in assisting with the  
reading or becoming a tonsured reader 
please contact Deacon Alexander. 

v v v

Prosfora 

Stella Jordan is currently providing the 
Prosfora.  If you are interested in helping to 
make Prosfora for the church, please contact
Nancy St. Clair. 

v v v
 

Upcoming Sisterhood Events

December 14:  Bringing and assembling a
“goody box” for one of our parishioners 
(see Maria or Mat. Joanna)

December 21:  Bringing and assembling, 
and delivering by the children, of goodies
for our Chapel Lane neighbors, as 
discussed in our last Sisterhood meeting.

Fellowship meals still need hosting on 
December 14th & 28th. Please register your 
team as listed on the hall bulletin board.

v v v

Pre-Confession Catechesis 

Archpriest Alexander is currently preparing 
four of our children (6 to 8 years of age) for 
their first Holy Confession in December. 
The four short sessions in the elementary 
school classroom during the fellowship hour
present the meaning of this holy mystery in 
terms of belonging to the family of God, 
listening (and doing) the Word of God, 
personal sacrifice, and making peace with 
God and one another. The fourth and final 
session will take place, God-willing, on 
Sunday, December 7. Parents, grandparents, 
and other interested parishioners are 
welcome to attend.

v v v

Chickens, Pigs and Bees, Oh My!

The elementary Sunday School is 
working this Advent to raise money to 
buy animals for needy families through 
Heifer International. They will be doing 
chores and work at home to earn money 
towards their goal, as well as doing work 
around church. If you find your plate 
being cleared at Fellowship, or see 
children taking out the trash or clearing 
dishes so you don't have to, please think 
about placing some change in the 
“chicken” basket on the Fellowship table 
to show the kids appreciation for their 
work. All money will go towards funding 
their project.  

Scrip for the Holidays

Where has the time gone?! Although we just celebrated Thanksgiving, it is not too early to start thinking about Christmas. If you have 
someone on your list who seems to have everything and what they do not have does not fit in your budget, gift cards are a great 
solution. The scrip program at the church can provide an easy way to purchase the gift cards you need. In the next few days, Stella will 
send out the latest Vendor List from Scrip and will be sending out lists of the vendors offering bonuses for the Holidays. Please 
consider using scrip as a means to meet  your gift giving obligations. They can be ordered from the comfort of your own home by 
sending your order to Stella. Simply tell Stella Jordan which ones you wish to order and the quantity and you are done! Remember, a 
percentage of each gift card you purchase comes back to our church.

St. Nicholas (the real one) Returning to Lower Manhattan

I highly recommend the December 3, 2014, column below by Terry Mattingly, an Antiochian Orthodox and former religion columnist 
for Scripps Howard News Service who writes the nationally syndicated "On Religion" column for the Universal Uclick Syndicate. One 
inspirational factoid perhaps not known to Terry is that the senior state chaplain for the New York Army National Guard at the 9/11 
atrocity was Chaplain (Colonel) Jacob Goldstein, an Orthodox rabbi and colleague of mine. He told me several years afterward that 
he had requested that debris removal workers, who were about to haul away the rubble from the crushed St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church, wait until an Orthodox priest was able to rummage through the debris and recover any sacred items such as relics, chalices, 
icons, etc. I was then--and remain to this day--moved by Rabbi Goldstein's interfaith respect and sensitivity. - Archpriest Alexander 

UNIVERSAL DESK: Terry Mattingly's religion column for 12/03/14.

When members of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church celebrate their patron saint's feast day on Dec. 6th, they may be able to mark 
the occasion with prayers on newly blessed ground in lower Manhattan.

It depends on work schedules at the construction site for their new sanctuary, which will overlook the National September 11 
Memorial. This is a problem Greek Orthodox leaders welcome after a long, complicated legal struggle to rebuild the tiny sanctuary – 
80 yards from the World Trade Center's South Tower -- which was the only church destroyed in the 9/11 maelstrom.

"It's all of this powerful symbolism and its link to that Sept. 11 narrative that lets people grab onto the effort to rebuild this church and 
see why it matters," said Steven Christoforou, a youth ministry leader at the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Facing the giant holes at Ground Zero, he said, it was natural to see them as tombs, as symbols of never-ending grief. Today, the 
footprints of the twin towers have become fountains in reverse, with curtains of water pouring into a dark void that disappears down 
into the underground at the 9/11 memorial and museum. 

But sometime in 2016, or early 2017, the new St. Nicholas National Shrine will literally shine -- a dome lit from within, through layers 
of marble and glass -- over this memorial plaza. 

"From our perspective, this is really about hope and the Resurrection," said Christoforou, who is making videos about the project for 
young people. The "smoking hole in the ground" after 9/11 became an "archetypal symbol of death, grief and loss for millions. ... We 
really need to believe that something can rise again, out of that void."

St. Nicholas vanished beneath a firestorm of concrete, steel, glass and heat. Few objects survived, other than an embroidered velvet 
Bible cover, minus its Bible, and a bell clapper, minus its bell. Workers found marble altar fragments, a twisted candelabrum and 
beeswax candles -- which survived even though a 700-pound fireproof safe vanished.

"We remember this very place filled with ruins, hiding under piles of debris, the pulverized remains of 3,000 innocent victims. 
Breathing a very heavy air, saturated with the dust of storm, wood, iron and with tiny particles of human bodies, we remember walking
with heavy hearts to the specific place where our St. Nicholas Church stood as a building for more than a century," said Archbishop 
Demetrios, leader of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, during recent groundbreaking rites for the shrine.

"We stood there frozen, paralyzed and cried."

It was horrible, yet holy. A sanctuary had become a small collection of relics.

One icon that did survive is called the Life-Giving Font and its Byzantine image shows the Virgin Mary embracing the Christ child, 
above a font of blessed water that flows into a large marble basin below, which is shaped like a cross. In the symbolic language of 
iconography, this one image -- now connected to 9/11 – combines baptism, sacrifice, death and new life.

The canvas icon is mounted on a wooden board that has been broken and crushed to the point that the ripped icon is all that is holding 
it together, said Father Evagoras Constantinides, a member of the archdiocese team on this project. It will be placed, with other objects 
found at the site, somewhere in the new shrine -- perhaps in the interfaith center for meditation and mourning, which will be outside 
the main sanctuary.

"We do have some relics, you might say, from the original church," said Constantinides. "We know this place, this shrine, will become 
a destination point for pilgrims from all over the Orthodox world. But we also know that this is not a Greek thing. This is not just an 
Orthodox thing. This is for everyone."

When it's time to consecrate the church, he added, its leaders will focus on one final symbolic detail. The safe that vanished contained 
a gold-plated ossuary holding small bones from three saints -- including St. Nicholas of Myra, the 4th century saint who is the patron 
saint of orphans, merchants, sailors and all those in distress. 

"That is the time when we can reach out to other churches" around the world dedicated to St. Nicholas, he said. "That is when we will 
try to find a way to replace what was lost and bring St. Nicholas home again."

Terry Mattingly (www.tmatt.net) directs the Washington Journalism Center at the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities. 

We are registered with two broadcast media weather alert systems: (1) television:  WJLA-TV (channel 7) and News Channel 8, and (2) 
radio: WTOP radio (103.5, 103.9, 107.7 -- all FM) and WTOP.com   Any closings will also be posted on the home page of our website 
and via email to those who have asked to be on our electronic mailing list.

http://www.tmatt.net/

