
Sunday, May 16, 2021

St. Herman of Alaska Orthodox Church
A PARISH OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA—EASTERN AMERICAN DIOCESE

Vigil & Confessions each Saturday at 6 pm – Adult Education each Wednesday at 7:15 pm – Divine Liturgy each Sunday at 10 am
60 Clifton Chapel Lane, Stafford, Virginia  22555 – Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1295, Stafford, VA  22555 – Website:  www.sthermanorthodox.org

Liturgical Services/Activities: 
Sun. May 16/May 3 Third Sunday of Pascha: The Myrrh-bearing Women. Sts. Myrrh-Bearing Women,   

righteous Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus   
9:30 a.m. Reading of the Hours
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy followed by Fellowship Hour & Parish Meeting

Wed. May 19/May 6 Righteous   Job   the Long-suffering.      
6:30 p.m. Vespers
7:00 p.m. Adult Religious Education Class

Sat. May 22/May 9 Right-believing   Tamara  , Queen of Georgia      
3:00 p.m. Catechumen Class
5:00 p.m. Vigil and Confessions

Sun. May 23/May 10 Fourth Sunday of Pascha: The Paralyzed Man. Righteous Tabitha (1st c.)  
9:30 a.m. Reading of the Hours
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy followed by Fellowship Hour

The risk of the COVID virus has compelled some of our parishioners to absent themselves from public contact including 
attendance at the Divine Liturgy. If you have been unable to come to church and would like to have communion brought 
to your home, please contact Fr. Alexander at 540-212-1855 or anevsky54@gmail.com. 

2021 Finances
The Parish needs $2,394.75/week to meet budget

Week Amount Received Difference from amount needed
Year-to-date $ 66,664.12     +   $ 23,558.62

May 2 $ 4,729.65 +     $ 2,374.50
May 9 $ 00.00 +     $ 00.00
Honor the Lord from your righteous labors and offer Him the first fruits from the fruits of righteousness, that your storehouses may

be filled with an abundance of grain and your wine presses may gush with wine. J

Intercessory Prayer List

Metropolitan Jonah requests that you send him the full name and general reason for intercessory prayer (such as health or illness, 
unemployment, family issues, military deployment to Afghanistan, etc.) for his pastoral care. Only the names of the living (and recently 
deceased) will be included in the prayer list in the weekly bulletin. He also requests that the faithful who have requested intercessory prayers 
for various persons let him know when there is no longer a specific need for prayer, so that we may keep the list current.

LIVING: Sarah, Emmanuel, Mark, Claudia, Katherine, Erika, Victoria, Michael, Tate, Renate, Dieter, Rebekah, Sofia, 
Ioannis, Anastasia, Elizabeth, Georgia, John, Elena, Alice, Matthew, Boris, Elizabeth, Davis (Columba), Moses, 
Emma, Kristin, Monk Sergius, Priest John, Priest David, Priest Costa, Priest Michael, Presbytera Cindy, Priest 
George, Presbytera Areti, Nun Aimiliane, Priest Charalambos, Monk Serapheim, Elizabeth, Katje, Rachel, Mandi, 
Clive, Clair, Rebecca, Janis, Paisley, George, Archpriest Alexander, Matushka Kathleen, Emma Nicole, Alexa Kate, 
Steven, Millicent, Archpriest Victor, Matushka Masha, Pdn. Patrick, Matushka Joanna, Matushka Sophia, Mother 
Theodora, Archpriest Alexander, James, Leonidas, Sophia, Maria, Larry, Bill, Modestos, Ephraim, Reader Moses, Jo 
Ann, Sarah, Paul, Brianna, Robert, Baby Nina, Charley & Alexandra, Irina & baby, Rebecca, Priest Alexander 
Laymon, Archpriest Michael Sekela, Fr. Filipe and his family

MEMORY ETERNAL: 

Celebrating 17 Years!

Seventeen years ago, on the Sunday of the Holy Myrrh-bearing Women, our Parish had its first service! Some of the original 
members are still attending St. Herman’s, and can tell you the stories from when it met at a campground, or how they used to have 
fellowship in the chapel because there was no Fellowship Hall. If you want a trip to the past and are in the Narthex of the Chapel, flip
to the front of the guest book, and you can see some of the names of those who were there at the beginning and helped to found St. 
Herman’s. Thank you all for your dedication!

Calling all Graduates!

We would like to acknowledge in the bulletin those in our parish who are graduating from high school or college this summer (or 
from this past winter). If you or your child is graduating/just graduated, please send their name and any additional information you 
would like (where, degree, etc). Thank you for your help in this!
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Invitation! Annual Icon Workshop! Aug. 2-7, 2021

Would you like to learn to
write an icon of Great Martyr
and Healer St. Panteleimon
from start to finish, complete
with a 23K gold halo? 

We are pleased to announce
that master iconographer, Fr.
Igumen Mefodii from the
Prosopon School of Iconology
will return August 2-7 to lead
St. Herman’s annual
iconography workshop for all skill levels. Join us for this 
spiritual retreat of prayer and practice, to learn both the 
techniques and the spiritual symbolism of the icon. Father chose
St. Panteleimon in gratitude for both St. Paneleimon's prayerful 
intercession this last year and for the Lord's protection.

Time is short and there are limited spaces available (first-come) 
this year.
Contact Mat. Joanna soon for details: 
sttheodosiaiconguild@yahoo.com

Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. He was the only disciple absent; on his 
return he heard what had happened but refused to believe it. The Lord came a second time; He offered His side for the 
disbelieving disciple to touch, held out His hands, and showing the scars of His wounds, healed the wound of his disbelief.

Dearly beloved, what do you see in these events? Do you really believe that it was by chance that this chosen disciple 
was absent, then came and heard, heard and doubted, doubted and touched, touched and believed? It was not by chance
but in God’s providence. In a marvelous way God’s mercy arranged that the disbelieving disciple, in touching the 
wounds of his Master’s body, should heal our wounds of disbelief.

The disbelief of Thomas has done more for our faith than the faith of the other disciples. As he touches Christ and is 
won over to belief, every doubt is cast aside and our faith is strengthened. So the disciple who doubted, then felt 
Christ’s wounds, becomes a witness to the reality of the resurrection.

Touching Christ, he cried out: ‘My Lord and my God.’

Jesus said to him: ‘Because you have seen me, Thomas, you have believed.’

Paul said: ‘Faith is the guarantee of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.’

It is clear, then, that faith is the proof of what can not be seen. What is seen gives knowledge, not faith. When Thomas 
saw and touched, why was he told: ‘You have believed because you have seen me?’

Because what he saw and what he believed were different things. God cannot be seen by mortal man. Thomas saw a 
human being, whom he acknowledged to be God, and said: ‘My Lord and my God.’

Seeing, he believed; looking at one who was true man, he cried out that this was God, the God he could not see. What 
follows is reason for great joy: ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.’

There is here a particular reference to ourselves; we hold in our hearts One we have not seen in the flesh. We are 
included in these words, but only if we follow up our faith with good works. The true believer practices what he 
believes. But of those who pay only lip service to faith, Paul has this to say: ‘They profess to know God, but they deny 
him in their works.’

Therefore James says: ‘Faith without works is dead.’
+ St. Gregory the Great

Readings for the Week of 
May 16th   

Sunday 5/16
Mark 16:9-20 (3rd Matins Gospel)
Acts 6:1-7
Mark 15:43-16:8
Hebrews 13:7-16 Venerable
Matthew 11:27-30 Venerable

Monday 5/17
Acts 6:8-7:5, 47-60
John 4:46-54

Tuesday 5/18
Acts 8:5-17
John 6:27-33

Wednesday 5/19
Acts 8:18-25
John 6:35-39

Thursday 5/20
Acts 8:26-39
John 6:40-44
1 Corinthians 1:18-24 Cross
John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30-35 Cross

Friday 5/21
John 21:15-25 Matins Gospel
Acts 8:40-9:19
John 6:48-54
1 John 1:1-7 Apostle
John 19:25-27; 21:24-25 Apostle

Saturday 5/22
John 10:1-9 Matins Gospel
Acts 9:20-31
John 15:17-16:2
Hebrews 13:17-21 St. Nicholas
Luke 6:17-23 St. Nicholas

@   @   @

Fellowship Hour

May 16 Fellowship provided by 
Team 3

May 23 Fellowship provided by 
the men of St. Herman’s in
honor of Mother’s Day

May 30 Fellowship provided by
Team 4

If anyone would like to join a team or 
be put on the list of substitutes, or is 
interested in hosting a particular 
Sunday please contact Brianna Lessin.

@   @   @

Reader Schedule

May 16 Rdr. Michael Yuschak
May 23 Rdr. Michael Yuschak
May 30 Rdr. Stephen Miroy

If you are interested in assisting with the
reading and becoming a tonsured reader
please contact Fr. Alexander Laymon.

@   @   @

Prosfora

Nancy St. Clair and Brianna Lessin are
currently providing the Prosfora. If you
are interested in helping to make 
Prosfora for the church, please contact 
Nancy St. Clair.

Closings due to weather or other event will be sent via our electronic mailing lists and posted on our Facebook page. Additionally, we are using the 
Remind App to send text messages of last minute schedule changes. Text @stherman to 81010 to be added to our text notification group.
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